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The Building Project Committee is working on plans for a bond issue that would add classrooms and renovations at the
Elementary building and Jr Sr High School building.  The committee meets weekly to review information from schematic-
drawings for these proposed projects. The meetings include community members, school officials, architects, and
construction managers.  During this process, the committee has held two community input meetings at the Jr Sr High
School. On January 6th and January 31st, the community patrons were invited to attend the informational and feedback
meetings (which included zoom meetings). The committee reviewed the current timeline of activities, answered questions
that were posed by community members, conducted surveys to the community patrons, reviewed the various facility
designs and proposed changes, shared budget summaries, and presented tax impacts. 

            The committee has a new survey that is posted on our school website: www.conestogacougars.org . The
committee is asking patrons to fill out and submit input. The district has all the current information on this project posted
on the district homepage too.  The committee will host a 3rd Community Informational Meeting on February 21, 2021 @
3PM at the Conestoga Elementary building. Patrons are encouraged to attend!
            The Board of Education is looking to set up a bond election in the Spring of 2021.  With the directives of our
Conestoga Community, the district will be able to meet the needs of what our community wants.  Please check out our
district homepage for more information:  www.conestogacougars.org .

February  2021

page 1

CONESTOGA LOOKS AT ANOTHER BOND REFERENDUM IN SPRING 2021
SUPERINTENDENT,  DR. BETH JOHNSEN

A NOTE FROM THE JR./SR. HIGH PRINCIPAL
MR. ROB GEISE
Hello, Conestoga families!  It’s hard to believe we’re half way through the 20/21 school year.  Our teachers and
students are amazing and we continue to navigate through the year while getting better each day.  
 
The biggest challenge for our teachers this year has been that of simultaneously teaching in-person students as well as
remote students.  While we respect all decisions during this difficult time, our students that started with remote learning
continue to trickle back to school.  Why? 
1) Because they feel safe in our school environment and 2) Remote learning is difficult and nothing replaces the benefits of
being in school.  As we navigate through our current situation, the remote learning option will always be a discussion point of
both the administrative team and the board of education.   I look forward to all our students being back in the building.  
 
A new activity this year for our school is the introduction of Mock Trial.  Mock Trial is a competition in which students
simulate a real trial. The trial concerns an official case that remains the same through the entire academic year.  Under the
leadership of Judge Welch, Mr. Thies and Mr. Hegge, our students have not only learned valuable skills and insight into law and
the processes of a real trial, but are improving critical thinking skills, impromptu speaking skills and the value of hard-work
and preparation. The coaches couldn’t have been prouder of this group after their first competition.  As a district, we’re
very proud of all of them.
 
Finally, a meeting was held with seniors to discuss graduation, graduation rehearsal and their potential last day of school.  I
can’t believe how fast the year is going.  Stay healthy and stay safe Conestoga!  Go Cougars!



KINDERGARTEN ROUNDUP
CONESTOGA ELEMENTARY 

We are now gathering names of students who will be attending kindergarten at Conestoga Elementary during
the 2021-22 school year.  Conestoga School Board Policy states   “While the school district will make the
assessment procedure(s) available as required by law the school district will not allow early entrance into
kindergarten.  To enroll in the school district’s kindergarten program, a child must reach the age of five on or
before July 31 of the calendar year in which the school year for which the child is seeking admission begins.” 
 Please contact Conestoga Elementary or go to our website at conestogacougars.org to request or complete our
roundup enrollment form. Please return completed form to Conestoga Elementary School, P.O. Box 68, Murray,
NE  68409, or bring it to any of the Conestoga Public Schools attendance centers.
OPTION ENROLLMENT APPLICATIONS MUST BE SUBMITTED BEFORE MARCH 15 OF THE CURRENT SCHOOL YEAR

TO OPTION IN OR OUT OF CONESTOGA SCHOOLS FOR THE 2021-22 SCHOOL YEAR.
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The teachers are continuing to social distance their students in the classroom. Everyone is wearing their masks,
even when they can take a mask break.  At the elementary school, because of the success of our procedures
that have been put in place, we are seeing many of our remote learners’ coming back and less students having
to quarantine. As a school, we will continue to monitor our student’s health and follow the CDC guidelines, in hope
that we will have all students in the building once again.  However, with the students we have in the building, I
know we will have a wonderful end to our school year. We have seen tremendous progress with our students
this year and we will be close to meeting our school’s vision of having 100 percent of our students at grade level
by the end of the school year.

How long do you think we will be in school?  Are
we going to a hybrid model? These were types
of questions I was being asked at the beginning
of the school year. At that time and going by
the news and other sources of information
about the Coronavirus, I was guessing maybe a
month.  As I reflect on this school year, the
district has done a great job at designing a plan
to comply with CDC regulations.  The plan has
helped in reducing the spread of the virus
around the school.  As of now, we have had no
positive Covid cases traced back to school or
spread among the students within the
elementary school building. 

A NOTE FROM THE ELEMENTARY PRINCIPAL
MR. ERIC DENNIS

ELEM INSTRUCTIONAL COACH,  MRS. TONKIN

Ask your child’s teacher if they need math or reading centers made, lamination cut out, art projects
mounted to construction paper, etc.  These things can be sent home with your child, completed at home by
you, and sent back to school.  
If you have a musical talent, offer to Zoom in during a break time to play a song for the kids. 
Offer to Zoom in and read a story to your child’s class.
Donate items to your child’s class such as books, games, cleaning supplies, or extra school supplies

This school has looked so much different than any year before. One of the most significant changes has been
the inability to have parents or community members volunteer in our classrooms. As a parent, you might be
wondering how you can make a difference in your child’s classroom without physically being able to be in the
school building.  Here are a few ideas to connect to your child’s classroom:
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In August of 2020, the Conestoga Board of Education adopted policy 3057, which outlines new Title IX
regulations. In the interim, administrators have completed training for the new Title IX procedures. Conestoga’s
next step in ensuring we are complying with the new guidelines is to train all employees, coaches, volunteers, and
School Board members on the new regulations. This training is done virtually, at the participants own pace. The
QR codes below will take you to the training, the adopted Title IX policy, as well as contact information for
Amanda Wright, Title IX Coordinator.

STUDENT SERVICES
DIRECTOR OF STUDENT SERVICES,  MRS. WRIGHT

Nebraska spring testing is right around the corner!  The state of Nebraska requires that all 3rd-8th graders
complete the Nebraska Student-Centered Assessment System (NSCAS) assessment in the spring of each
school year. The NSCAS assesses the following subject areas: English Language Arts, Math, and Science.
Additionally, all Juniors complete the ACT as part of this requirement. 

The dates for these assessments are as follows:
Juniors: March 23rd, 2021 at Conestoga High School
 
Sophomores: Pre-ACT (TBD)
 
3rd-9th: Test window opens March 23rd, 2021 and ends  April 30th, 2021. A schedule is being developed and
specific dates will be shared with families. 
 
If any students are remote learning at this time, they will have the option to attend school on the assigned
testing dates or to complete a waiver for the testing process.  These families will be contacted to determine
their preference.
 
I would like to remind all Conestoga Sr. High families that your child has access to ACT practice by using this
website: https://sites.google.com/conestogacougars.org/c1stoga-act-prep/john-baylor-test-prep?authuser=0
 
If you have any questions, please contact me!

CURRICULUM CORNER
DIRECTOR OF CURRICULUM, INSTRUCTION, AND ASSESSMENT,  MRS. LISA BERGMEYER

3RD GRADE CLASSROOMS
THIRD GRADE TEACHERS, MRS. CLAUSEN, MRS. HONAKER AND
MRS. WILLIAMS
Conestoga Elementary’s 3rd graders had two very special visitors this past
month…Deputy Tyler Reiff from the Cass County Sherriff’s Department
and his K-9 partner Roky! Deputy Reiff and Roky came to visit and explain
how they work together to keep Cass County safe. Deputy Reiff answered
many questions about Roky and together they demonstrated how Roky’s
keen sense of smell can be used to find drugs. To prepare for their visit,
3rd graders read a story in our Journeys reading curriculum called Aero
and Officer Mike-Police Partners. Having Deputy Reiff and Roky visit helped
us make connections between the text and our own community helpers,
Deputy Reiff and Roky.

NEW YEAR… BETTER YOU - TEACHERS STILL GROWING PROFESSIONALLY
JR./SR. INSTRUCTIONAL COACH,  MS. LEWIS
It may be a new year, but the teachers at Conestoga are still diving into professional development. With
students in-person and remote, teaching can be difficult. With the initiation of a new math curriculum, flexible
conferences like NETA (Nebraska Educational Technology Association), and expansion of close reading with
complex texts or information literature, our staff is staying up-to-date with teaching strategies and
technology. New strategies not only help students with retention, but keep them engaged in classroom content.
Engagement is a vital part of all students’ learning. Coaching sessions in January and February will focus on close
reading and using reciprocal teaching strategies to improve: predicting, questioning, clarifying, and summarizing,
These skills are not only valuable in an English classroom, but in all areas to help students comprehension and
retention skills grow.
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ACTIVITIES AT CONESTOGA
ACTIVITIES DIRECTOR,  MR. JASON AHRENS

With the turn into the new year some restrictions were lifted by the NSAA which allowed for some more involvement at our
sporting competing competitions.  Our cheer and dance teams have done a great job of performing during and halftime of our
home basketball contests. The  Conestoga Music Department students have been able to perform the National Anthem
before the games. Featured musicians have been Lily Drannen, Vocal Solo, Abigail Njus and Shelby Curlo, Vocal Duet, Shelby
Curlo Vocal Solo, and Brass Quartet consisting of Ella Lewis, Flute, Delaney Deterding, Trumpet, Logan Chini, Tuba, and Dawson
Hardesty, Percussion.  
Thank you to everyone for all of your support and help in making this winter season possible for our students.  Also, Good luck
to all our teams this month as February is a busy month with our winter sports teams (wrestling, basketball, cheer, and
dance) competing in their district and state competitions and our Speech Team and Music Department preparing for their
competitions later in the spring. 

UPCOMING HIGH SCHOOL HOME EVENTS:

02/06:
12:30pm/2:00pm - JV/Varsity Girls Basketball v. Raymond Central
4:00pm/5:30pm- JV/Varsity Boys Basketball v. Raymond Central

02/09:
5:30pm/7:00pm- JV/Varsity Girls Basketball v. Ashland

02/10:
6pm- Speech Showcase Night

02/12:
4:30pm/6:00pm - JV/Varsity Girls Basketball v. Syracuse
5:00pm/7:30pm- JV/Varsity Boys Basketball v. Syracuse

02/14:
7:00pm- Cheer and Dance Showcase

02/19:
5:30pm/7:00pm- JV/Varsity Girls Basketball v. Weeping
Water

02/27:
8:00am- Conestoga Speech Invitational

JUNIOR HIGH BASKETBALL
COACH,  MR. JESSE SWANTEK
           At the start of the season Coach Brothers, Coach Krause, and I began by looking at all of the adaptations necessary
to follow the guidelines for playing basketball during Covid-19. Twenty-five students joined us in the pursuit to play. Even at
the first practice I remember the excitement and the willingness to do what it takes to play, even if it meant getting used
to wearing a mask while doing drills. From that practice forward, we continued to focus on getting better. 
            Each level had a good season showing growth in their games and putting a lot of effort into each practice. This
growth coming into fruition at the right time, being on full display at the final tournament of the season. The A team walked
away champions defeating Weeping Water followed by a win over the hosting team Elmwood-Murdock to end
the season on a high note. 
            All of the coaches enjoyed the season and were proud of the team and what they accomplished. We had a great
group of young athletes and are excited for their futures here at Conestoga. With the unknown of what the season could
have had instore due to the virus, each game we were thankful for the opportunity to play and feel our players did a great
job maintaining the level of safety needed to play. 
            Thank you to the families for supporting their student-athletes through late nights and occasional early morning.
That commitment is what helps our players become better and better each day.
 

Thanks again for a great season,
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FFA COMPETES IN LDES
TEACHER,  MISS. TAYLOR
Seven members of Conestoga FFA competed in virtual district leadership development events (LDEs) on Monday, January
18th. The parliamentary procedure team displayed their ability to run a meeting according to Robert’s Rules of Order. This
team qualified for state FFA convention in April with a 2nd place finish. Lindee Watson competed in extemporaneous speaking
where she was given thirty minutes to prepare a speech over agricultural technology. Lindee earned a purple ribbon and third
place. Aaron Watson recited the FFA creed which was written by E.M. Tiffany in 1930. Aaron earned a red ribbon. FFA
members look forward to celebrating National FFA Week February 22nd-26th and competing in virtual district career
development events (CDEs) March 1st-4th.

 
Pictured: L-R: Jennifer Sedlacek, Grant Nickels, Aaron Watson, Evan Svanda, Tobias Nolting, Jordan Slafter, Lindee Watson

Conestoga Public Schools strives to keep informed of the changing needs of the community and its population. The Nebraska
Department of Education mandates a census of all children age 5-18 to be taken and reported during the summer for this purpose.

 
Are you new to the area? Is there a change in your household?

We would appreciate you taking a few minutes to call the District office with the information
402-235-2992.

 
Complete this form and mail it to the district office; PO Box 184 Murray, NE 68409

or
Email ntrofholz@conestogacougars.org

 
Thank you for your cooperation and we look forward to hearing from you!

Adult Household Member: ___________________________________________
Adult Household Member: ___________________________________________
Address (physical and mailing): _______________________________________
Phone: ____________________________________

Names of Children Under 21 ------- Code  -------- Sex: M or F --------Date of Birth
at home.
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
Code:  P- Public School     NP-Non Public School     H-Home School    C-College    I-Idle

CENSUS UPDATES
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